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 [ ABSTRACT ]

|

 Among the archaeological excavations of Buddhist temple sites of the 

Goguryeo period, information on site plans exists in only four instances. Analysis 

of such information is crucial not only for the understanding of early Korean 

Buddhist architecture, but also to provide insight into the development of East 

Asian architectural studies generally, especially as no archaeological evidence 

of the same period has been discovered in any other country, including China. 

Through investigative study of these four temple sites, this paper attempts 

to identify the dates of construction and the patterns of structural change of 

Goguryeo temples, relying on comparative analysis of the changes in temple 

structures, such as the pagoda and golden hall, the surrounding corridor, and 

other types of buildings. It concludes that Sango-ri temple site is the earliest 

example of a temple site, followed by Jeongneungsa (temple) circa 427 and 

Toseong-ri in the late fifth century.  It argues that changes in architecture were 

much influenced by religious developments.
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|
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I INTRODUCTION       

|

|

Among the Buddhist architectural ruins of Goguryeo ( , 37 

BC-668) available for examination, only four temple sites provide relatively 

clear information on the layout of the buildings within each site. They include 

the Cheongam-ri ( ) and the Sango-ri ( ) temple sites, which were 

surveyed by Japanese scholars circa 1940, and the Jeongneung ( ) and 

Toseong-ri ( ) temple sites, which were investigated by North Korean 

scholars after the liberation from Japanese colonialism in 1945. A report on 

the Wono-ri ( ) temple site written during the Japanese colonial era also 

remains, but lacks information on the ground plan. For this reason, it will not 

be considered in this paper.

|

Since the reports on these temple sites were compiled on the 

basis of archaeological excavation alone, there is no reliable information 

on the architectural styles of the buildings themselves, and it is thus only 

possible to imagine parts of the buildings by examining the remains of stone 

platforms, gutters, foundations, cornerstones, and the like. This paper draws 

on the extraordinarily dynamic changes in East Asian site plans. It should be 

emphasized, however, that its goal is to note changes in the architectural 

placement of structures and buildings, rather than to define the characteristics 

of above-ground architecture for restoration purposes. In East Asian architecture 

changes in the layout of buildings rather than changes in architectural style 

provide a more accurate reflection of the historical architectural trends of 

the time. Yet, there is a tendency to classify all ancient Buddhist architecture 

collectively and to understand their structures under a category easily 

identifiable to us, for example as a certain type of “pagoda” or as a “golden hall” 

( , geumdang: the central image hall in a Buddhist temple where Buddhist 

images or statues are enshrined). On close scrutiny, however, we find that within 

the same classification of architectural forms there lie distinct differences, 

reflecting a consistent pattern of change in Buddhist aesthetics and ideology. 

Rather than theoretical studies on architectural form, a more significant focus 

of inquiry, therefore, would be to identify the substance of these changes and to 

address the causes that lie behind them. 

|

In the case of some temple sites, it is possible to ascertain a clear 

reconstruction of the site plan to a reliable degree even when there are no 

surviving above-ground architectural remains. This paper begins with an analysis of 

the data on Buddhist temple sites of Goguryeo, followed by an attempt to identify 

specific changes in the layout of temple buildings and other structures. The final 
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part of this paper puts forward an assessment of the 

date of each temple site together with explanations as 

to why changes in site plans occurred.

|

There are a number of assumptions that can 

be made about Goguryeo temple sites built around the 

fifth century AD, which are supported by documentary 

evidence. Documents exist which record that Buddhism 

and Buddhist architecture of ancient China had already 

reached full bloom by the fifth century and that by this 

time Goguryeo's absorption of Buddhism from Former 

Qin ( , Qianqin, 351-394) of the Northern Dynasties 

( , Beichao, 386-535) had been completed. In the 

fifth century, during the time of the Southern and 

Northern Dynasties ( , Nanbeichao, 386-589), China 

consisted of several states that espoused Buddhism and 

competed in the building of Buddhist temples. More 

significantly, the flowering of Buddhism in China in the 

fifth century had a profound influence on Goguryeo. 

There are, however, no excavation reports on Chinese 

Buddhist temples of that period and, thus, the evolution 

of Goguryeo temples and related findings of temple sites 

are key not only to understanding Goguryeo architecture 

but also to assessing broader trends in ancient East 

Asian Buddhist architecture. Furthermore, findings on 

Goguryeo Buddhist temple sites also serve as an essential 

template for understanding the Buddhist architecture of 

Baekje ( , 18 BC-660) and Silla ( , 57 BC-654).

|

With respect to this thesis, I have already 

presented a paper on the Sango-ri temple site1 in 

which I attempted to analyze the dates and sequence 

of construction by comparing Sango-ri with other 

sites. This paper, by contrast, seeks to complement it by 

providing a conclusive conceptual framework. Indeed, 

sometime after the publication of my earlier paper, 

a newly excavated temple site in North Korea was 

reported, the discovery of which made it incumbent 

on me to reassess my previous work. It has become 

necessary to take a general overview of all such temple 

sites in order to be able to compare them within a 

single genealogical framework, as well as to compare 

each site individually and to gauge the differences 

between them in a more objective and quantifiable 

manner. Such a holistic view of all temple sites lends 

itself to a more effective evaluation of the chronology 

and the overall pattern of development of Buddhist 

temple site plans of the Goguryeo period.

II TEMPLE SITES OF    

THE GOGURYEO PERIOD   

 |

|

Although there are several documentary 

reports about Goguryeo temple sites available, for 

the purpose of my overall argument I have chosen to 

outline below the salient features of each temple.

|

The best-known Goguryeo temple site is 

the Cheongam-ri temple site (Plate 1). It is located 

on a hill north of the Daedonggang ( : river in 

Pyeongannam-do), about three kilometers northeast 

of Pyeongyang ( ). Three buildings, each thought to 

be a golden hall, surround an octagonal pagoda.2 An 

entrance site ( , munji) to the south of the pagoda 

( Plate 1 )

Cheongam-ri temple site

N

27.5

7.5 27
.5

8.5 6.567

10

7.5

11
5

8
0

0 50 100( )

30(m)0 10 20

100100



site ( , tapji) has also been discovered.

|

No definitive evidence distinguishing the name and date of the 

temple at the Cheongam-ri temple site has been found, but most scholars agree 

that it is Geumgangsa ( : temple),3 built during the reign of Munjawang 

( , r. 491-516) of Goguryeo.4 The basis for this consensus is threefold, 

namely that the reported location of this temple is the same as the location of 

the Cheongam-ri temple site;5 that remains that bear the word “Geumgang (

)” are found around the site;6 and, finally, that according to Goryeosa ( : 

History of Goryeo), King Sukjong ( , r. 1095-1105) visited Geumgangsa and 

viewed the remains of the old pagoda.7 It has also been found that each side of 

the stylobate or pillar foundation for the wooden octagonal pagoda measured 

about 9.5 meters while the temple's eastern and western buildings each 

measured about 13 by 23.5 meters. In addition, an entrance site or munji was 

found south of the pagoda site.

|

Although there is as yet no conclusive evidence of a corridor 

surrounding the pagoda and the three golden halls, it is almost certain that it 

did exist. The remains of a separate building were discovered north of the three 

golden halls,8 and there was a large enough space for a corridor between that 

building and the golden halls.

|

A separate temple site called Wono-ri Temple was also surveyed around 

the same time as the Cheongam-ri temple site. However, since not even an outline 

of the ground plan could be determined from this particular site, it is not useful for 

the purpose of this paper to elaborate on it.9

|

Another temple site surveyed by the Japanese is Sango-ri Temple (Plate 

2), but unlike the Cheongam-ri temple site, it did not undergo formal excavation 

and analysis. The site lay in limbo after an initial survey and it was only later that 

a sketch plan of it was produced.10

|

The Sango-ri temple site is located at Imwon-myeon ( ), Daedong-

gun ( ), northeast of Pyeongyang, and about two kilometers northwest 

of the Cheongam-ri temple site. The name of the temple and the date of its 

construction remain unknown. An octagonal pagoda and the foundations of 

buildings to the east and west of the pagoda have been discovered, but whether 

or not there existed a building to the north of the pagoda is uncertain. Each side 

of the stylobate of this pagoda measured about 8 meters and the buildings east 

and west of the pagoda each measured 12.6 by 25.8 meters. Compared with the 

Cheongam-ri temple site, the pagoda is slightly smaller while the eastern and 

western buildings are longer. The most significant difference between the two 

sites, however, is the distance between the pagoda and the eastern and western 

buildings. At Cheongam-ri temple site this is 10 meters while at Sango-ri temple site 

( Plate 2 )

Sango-ri temple site
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it is 4 meters, less than half.

|

In addition to the two temple sites of 

Cheongam-ri and Sango-ri surveyed by Japanese scholars 

sometime around 1940, two other Goguryeo temple sites 

investigated by North Korean scholars have come to light 

in more recent years. One is the Jeongneung temple site 

and the other is Toseong-ri temple site.

|

The Jeongneung temple site is located at 

Jinpa-ri ( ), Jeonghwa-gun ( ). The contours 

of the entire temple site have been confirmed by 

excavation (Plate 3). The octagonal pagoda in the center 

has the same features as those of other temple sites, 

the scale of the stylobate being also similar to those of 

others (the outer row of pillars measuring 8.4 meters 

on each side and the inner row 7.3 meters). The most 

significant difference here is that while the pagoda 

was also flanked on its east and west by buildings, 

unlike in other temple sites, these adjacent buildings 

are not symmetrically aligned. Moreover, the pagoda 

is located to the east of the center of the ground plan 

and a corridor that surrounds only the pagoda and the 

eastern and the western building remains. To the north, 

the remains of three separate buildings surrounded by 

another corridor were found, and still further north are 

the foundations of three other buildings: the ones at 

either side, to judge from the plans of the pillar bases, 

are almost certainly a bell tower ( , jongnu: a tower 

or a two-storey structure) and a sutra pavilion ( , 

gyeongnu); it is less clear what the one in the center 

may have been, although the site plan suggests that it 

is a golden hall.11

|

The temple name is inscribed on ti les 

discovered at the site. The tomb of Dongmyeongwang 

( : Dongmyeong wangneung) is located to the 

north of Jeongneungsa. Concerning this location, 

scholars take the view that when Jangsuwang ( , 

r. 413-497) transferred the capital from Tonggu ( ) 

to Pyeongyang, he had the tomb of the founder of the 

dynasty, Dongmyeongwang (r. 37–19 BC), moved from 

Ji'an ( ), Manzhou ( ) to the new capital and built 

Jeongneungsa as a prayer hall ( , wonchal: a hall to 

pray for the well-being of the royal household) for his 

own longevity and the peace and security of his nation. 

Thus, the date of the construction of Jeongneungsa is 

considered to be circa 427, the year that Jangsuwang 

moved the capital. In short, Jeongneungsa is a temple of 

the early fifth century, built some seventy years earlier 

than Cheongam-ri Temple.

|

The most recently excavated temple site is 

Toseong-ri (Plate 4). While other temple sites are in the 

vicinity of Pyeongyang, the Toseong-ri temple site is 

located at Toseong-ri, Bongsan-gun ( ), Hwanghae-

do, to the south of the city. The scale of the stylobate of 

the octagonal pagoda is similar to those mentioned above 

(the outer row of pillars measuring 9.1 meters on each 

side and the inner row 7.7 meters). The foundations of 

the western building measure 18 by 9 meters and stands 

7.4 meters away from the pagoda. The ground plan of the 

eastern building is assumed to be aligned symmetrically 

with that of the western building, although the disturbed 

conditions of the ground surface do not allow for this 

to be verified. The foundations of another building are 

located north of the pagoda, but information on it exists 

only to the extent that the building's southern stylobate 

has been identified. It is noteworthy that that the latter 

is located 27.3 meters away from the center of the 

pagoda. The date of construction and the name of the 

temple are as yet unknown.
( Plate 3 )

Jeongneung temple site



III  ANALYSIS OF CHANGING PATTERNS OF SITE PLANS

 |

|

All the ground plans for the four temple sites discussed above are 

different from one another. On the one hand, this makes it challenging to 

understand the characteristics of Goguryeo Buddhist temples. On the other hand, 

the differences point to certain historical processes of change in the construction 

of Goguryeo Buddhist temples.

|

Among the four temple sites, the Cheongam-ri and Jeongneung sites 

are the only ones for which we have approximate dates of construction. The 

differences in layout between Jeongneung and Cheongam-ri provide evidence 

for the evolution of temple plans from the early fifth century to the late fifth 

century. The next task is to place the Sango-ri temple site and Toseong-ri 

temple site within a time frame in relation to the Jeongneung temple site and 

Cheongam-ri temple site. Such a chronological framework for all four sites will 

enable us to discern patterns of change in Goguryeo temple layouts over time.

|

The most important elements of a Buddhist temple are naturally 

the pagoda and the golden halls. Among the four temple sites there are no 

distinguishing differences in the features of the pagoda stylobates. They are all 

octagonal and their construction methods are quite similar to each other. The 

pagodas are also generally similar in size with only slight variations of scale: the 

outer measurement of each side of the octagonal stylobate of the Cheongam-ri 

temple site measures 9.5 meters; that of the Sango-ri temple site 8 meters; that 

of the Jeongneung temple site 8.4 meters; and the Tosheong-ri temple site 9.1 

118

119

THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

KOREAN ART AND ARCHAEOLOGY

CHANGES IN THE LAYOUTS OF 

BUDDHIST TEMPLES OF GOGURYEO 

CIRCA FIFTH CENTURY AD 

Kim Sung-woo 

( Plate 4 )

Toseong-ri temple site



meters. A pattern of gradual increase in the dimensions 

of the stylobates emerges from the Sango-ri temple 

site to Jeongneung, to Toseongri, and to Cheongam-

ri, although any minor difference is possibly due to 

differing points of reference in measuring them.

|

The dimensions of the eastern and western 

golden halls of the Sango-ri temple site are 12.6 by 

25.8 meters whereas Toseong-ri measures 9.1 by 

18 meters and Cheongam-ri 12 by 21 meters. The 

dimensions of the Jeongneung temple site's eastern 

golden hall are 13.4 by 20.5 meters, and those of the 

western golden hall are 13.8 by 22.8 meters.12 Since the 

eastern and western golden halls of the Jeongneung 

temple site are different from each other in size, it is 

not useful to compare them with the dimensions of the 

golden halls at the other three sites. What is discernible 

among the three remaining sites, excluding the 

Jeongneung temple site, is the decreasing size of the 

foundations of the eastern and western buildings: from 

Sango-ri (325 m2) to Cheongam-ri (252 m2), and to 

Toseong-ri (163 m2). Furthermore, a decreasing order in 

the ratio of length and width (longer side/shorter side) 

is also found from Sango-ri (2:1) to Toseong-ri (1.97:1), 

and to Cheongam-ri (1.75:1). In other words, the 

structure of the eastern and western golden halls has 

gradually changed from a long and narrow rectangle 

to a shorter and broader rectangle. A comparison 

between Jeongneungsa and the others shows that the 

scales of both the eastern and western golden halls 

of Jeongneung lie between those of Sango-ri and 

Cheongam-ri, and that the ratio between length and 

width of the buildings at Jeongneung temple site is 

smaller than that of Cheongam-ri.

|

The four sites also demonstrate considerable 

variation in the distance between the pagodas and 

the eastern and western golden halls. The distance 

at the Sango-ri temple site is 4 meters; at Toseong-

ri it is 7.4 meters; and at Cheongam-ri 10 meters. The 

distance from the pagoda of the Jeongneungsa to the 

foundations of its eastern golden hall is 5.5 meters, and 

to the foundations of the western hall it is 9.2 meters. 

Taking into account only the distance between the 

eastern golden hall and the pagoda at the Jeongneung 

temple site, the following increasing order of distance 

appears: Sango-ri – Jeongneung – Toseong-ri – 

Cheongam-ri. The rate of increase in distance from one 

site to the next is also relatively constant.

|

The distance between the pagoda and the 

golden halls at Cheongam-ri is more than twice that of 

Sango-ri. If we are to assume that the Sango-ri temple 

site also had the same structure of three golden halls 

as the Cheongam-ri temple site, then the eastern and 

western golden halls in the former would be clustered 

so close to the pagoda that there would not be 

sufficient space for a northern golden hall. Therefore, 

it is more reasonable to assume that only the pagoda 

and the two golden halls of the Sango-ri temple site 

were surrounded by a corridor, especially considering 

the fact that, in the case of the Jeongneung temple site, 

its pagoda and eastern and western golden halls are 

also cordoned off by a corridor. This structural pattern is 

also present in the Toseong-ri temple site. The eastern 

and western golden halls of the temple are very close to 

the pagoda, indicating an intimate flow of worshippers 

between the two halls, but the temple's northern golden 

hall is so far removed from the pagoda as to give the 

impression of being a structure altogether separate 

from the golden halls. On the other hand, the three 

golden halls and the pagoda of the Cheongam-ri temple 

site are placed within an integrated ground plan. This 

layout seems to have developed from the ground plan 

of the Sango-ri temple site.

|

Chronological  changes in temple s ite 

plans are also found in the northern golden halls and 

corridors. In the case of the Sango-ri temple site, no 

remains of a northern golden hall have yet been found. 

At the Jeongneung temple site, on the other hand, 

a small-scale northern hall is located in the space 

between the bell tower and the sutra pavilion. At the 

Toseong-ri temple site, the northern golden hall is larger 

than the eastern and western halls and thereby can be 

considered to be a golden hall in its own right. However, 

because it is located further away from the pagoda 

than the eastern and western halls, visually it appears 



isolated. On the other hand, at the Cheongam-ri temple site, the location of the 

northern golden hall is in natural harmony with the eastern and western halls 

as well as with the pagoda.

|

The structural form of the corridor may also be explained in this 

context. As discussed above, at the Sango-ri temple site, the pagoda and the 

eastern and western golden halls are assumed to have been surrounded by a 

corridor, as in the case of the Jeongneung temple site. Judging by the distance 

between the northern golden hall and the pagoda at the Toseong-ri temple 

site, it is fair to assume that, in keeping with the tradition of Jeongneungsa, a 

corridor was built between them. This distance is difficult to explain otherwise. 

Yet the large scale of the northern golden hall at Toseong-ri distinguishes it 

from that of Jeongneungsa.

|

If this analysis is valid, the Cheongam-ri temple site is the first to 

feature a single corridor surrounding all three golden halls and the pagoda. 

This hypothesis cannot be verified beyond doubt until a full excavation of the 

area surrounding the corridor is carried out, yet it seems highly probable when 

we consider the locations of the pagoda and the golden halls that have been 

discovered so far.

|

From the above analysis we can see a clear pattern of change in the 

Goguryeo temple form. First, there is a chronological correlation between the 

practice of constructing larger pagodas and the custom of extending the distance 

between the pagoda and the eastern and western golden halls, as evidenced 

in the following ascending order: Sango-ri temple site – Jeongneung temple 

site – Toseong-ri temple site – Cheongam-ri temple site. Secondly, this also 

coincides with the order of increasing size of northern golden halls, coupled with 

a corresponding order of decreasing size of eastern and western golden halls, 

as well as a decrease in the ratios of length and width of the latter. Rather than 

dismiss these patterns as a coincidence, therefore, we should understand them as 

a series of changes caused by clearly defined motives and aims.

|

Above all, this analysis offers a more plausible assessment of the 

construction dates of each temple. If the construction date of Jeongneungsa is 

set to 427, then Sango-ri Temple, which preceded Jeongneung, can be dated to be 

sometime in the early fifth century or the late fourth century, and an estimate of 

circa 400 appears to be reasonable. Moreover, since Toseongri Temple must have 

been built after Jeongneungsa and before Cheongam-ri Temple, its construction is 

assumed to have taken place in the middle or late fifth century.

|

Even if these estimated construction dates are not wholly accurate, 

with such clearly definable patterns of change discernible in the site plans, 

the chronological development of structural changes is irrefutable. Therefore, 
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the next task is to examine the causes behind such 

patterns of change. This may be a more challenging 

endeavor than the above analysis of structural changes, 

as it would require a more subjective interpretation of 

Buddhist history and aesthetics. It would, however, also 

impart more significance to the findings.

IV CONCLUSION:    

INTERPRETATION OF CHANGING PATTERNS

 |

|

The practice of building larger pagodas should 

be considered the most central pattern of change to 

emerge in Goguryeo Buddhist temple designs. Considering 

that the pagoda was the main focus of Buddhist temples 

of that era, we can assume that the religious symbolism 

and relative importance of pagodas had been steadily on 

the rise throughout the Goguryeo period. We can also 

see from various records that from the earliest days of 

ancient Buddhist architecture represented in the form of 

pagoda temples ( , tapsa), the pagoda was the sole 

structure inside the central cloister.13 

|

The presence of eastern and western golden 

halls, located to the left and right of the central pagoda 

at the Sango-ri temple site is a dramatic departure from 

the previous pagoda-oriented temple plan. This new 

ground plan is thought to have been influenced by the 

contemporary style of palace architecture that placed 

eastern and western halls on the left and right of the 

“main hall of a palace” ( , jeongjeon: the central 

administrative building of the royal palace, used for 

formal occasions such as coronations).14 Moreover, the 

demand for eastern and western golden halls probably 

arose from the need for space to install various 

Buddhist statues in line with the doctrines of Mahayana 

Buddhism at that time.

|

The new structure with eastern and western 

golden halls would inevitably have impinged upon the 

space available on both sides of the central pagoda. 

They might have had the effect of reducing the scale 

and spatial boundaries of the pagoda of earlier times 

that occupied a large space and stood alone within the 

temple. However, the constant increase in the size of 

pagodas from the period of the Sango-ri temple site to 

that of the Cheongam-ri temple site illustrates the fact 

that the pagoda remained the central feature within a 

temple at least until the fifth century. In other words, 

the central importance of the pagoda increased rather 

than decreased during that period. However, from the 

sixth century on, this pagoda-centered layout began 

to change, with the size of the pagoda diminishing 

and the pagoda itself displaced from the central axis.15 

In the light of this we may assume that the centrality 

of the pagoda in the temple layout began to decline 

around the late fifth century or the early sixth century, 

and that the Cheongam-ri temple site marks a turning 

point in this decline).

|

In the sixth century, the eastern, western, 

and northern golden halls that had been introduced in 

the fifth century laid the basis for such a move away 

from the pagoda-centered layout. On the one hand, 

the eastern and western golden halls decreased in 

scale almost immediately after their very introduction, 

a pattern evidenced by their disappearance from the 

temple layout by the sixth century.16 On the other hand, 

the northern golden hall started out small in scale, as 

seen in Jeongneungsa, and gradually increased in scale 

and importance. Despite such a trend, even by the time 

of the construction of Toseong-ri Temple, the northern 

golden hall still lay outside the corridor. However, by 

the time of Cheongam-ri Temple, the northern golden 

hall came to be situated within the corridor and 

became the central and largest of the golden halls. 

By the sixth century, the northern golden hall had 

become the only golden hall within the temple and 

the eastern and western halls had become obsolete. 

The northern golden hall came to occupy a position 

equal to that of the pagoda, and after the mid-sixth 

century the importance of the northern golden hall 

in the temple layout came to eclipse even that of the 

pagoda. This change in hierarchical placement toward 

a plan centered around a northern golden hall was 

already underway in the fifth century, as reflected in 

the gradual transition from Jeongneungsa to Toseong-ri 



Temple, and to Cheongam-ri Temple, signaling the changes to come in the 

sixth century.

|

The Cheongam-ri temple site should be viewed less as a prototype 

of Goguryeo Buddhist temples, as has so far been the case, and rather as a 

transitional temple layout at a stage of development in the fifth century, built 

on a long process of evolutionary change. If the Jeongneung and Toseong-ri 

temple sites are viewed as developmental stages in that lengthy process, then 

the Sango-ri temple site might be taken as its starting point. Undoubtedly, the 

Chinese temple layout of a pagoda with surrounding corridors had already been 

in place long before Sango-ri Temple was built, and temple layouts in the Korean 

peninsula continued to change after the Goguryeo Cheongam-ri Temple.

|

When examining the specific changes in the architectural formation of 

Goguryeo Buddhist temples, it is possible to establish a chronological sequence 

according to the changing scale and location of the buildings and structures, 

and the proportional space between each structure. However, we should consider 

these structural changes in the context of a broader evolution of ancient Buddhist 

architecture. These changes mainly resulted from an ongoing conflict, a dynamic 

functional clash between the symbolic position that stupas in Indian Buddhism 

held as containers for sariras and the newly emerging function of Buddhist temples 

as a sanctuary for the worship of Buddhist statues. In effect, the temple sites of 

Goguryeo represent the last phase of the primary symbolism of the pagoda in 

Buddhist ideological and aesthetic thought. Even in the face of limited information 

from excavations, it can be argued that the Sango-ri temple site, Jeongneung 

temple site, Toseong-ri temple site, and Cheongam-ri temple site of Goguryeo 

each represents a developmental stage of Buddhism within the broader context of 

dynamic change in Buddhist ideology and aesthetics around the fifth century.
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